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If Russia had been a constitutional State, or if it had
even possessed a homogeneous and unified Government,
a Minister who was opposed to so decisive and important
a step would have resigned.    Count Witte did nothing
of the kind, and even profited by the occasion to extend
more widely than ever the circle of his powers.   Enlarg-
ing the primitive scope of the Trans-Siberian, he carried
the terminus of the line from the Russian port of Vladi-
vostok to the extremity of the Chinese peninsula of Liao-
Tong.   Under pretext of providing for the needs of the
railway, the Russian Government, guided entirely in this
matter by him, procured from China, not only the lease
of Port Arthur and Dalny, but also of a wide zone of
territory on each side of the track.
Taking Cecil Rhodes as a model and copying his role
as an " Empire Builder," Count Witte made of this zone,
which was subject to the exclusive control of his Minis-
try, a domain over which he ruled with quasi-sovereign
powers. In that vast territory new cities sprang up,
like Harbin, and new ports, like Dalny. He had a verit-
able arMy under his command, in the form ofaguairdfar
;t34p protection of the railway, as well as a river and ocean
$festl'' '.', A multitude of functionaries, under his directfoti
m& independent of the central authority of the Empire^
administered the leased territory, which constitute^ la
fact, an" important colonial possession on the rerd<^tfe
confines of Russia in Asia, of which he was soje.
master.
It was inevitable that an experiment of this nattdre
should weigh heavily upon the rest of the Empire^ ipr,
while the work of Cecil Rhodes met the needs of E&gla&d
by providing an outlet for its surplus populatioa, capital
and energies, Count Witters enterprise was 6f a
artificial character, satisfactory only to the i